
There are times in the Christian life when 

it feels hard to go on. Maybe its during 

persecution, a prolonged trial such as 

illness or unemployment, or when we 

experience disappointment and hurt. All 

of these things singularly or taken     

together can tempt us to give up.  

We need to be reminded that Jesus has 

begun a good work in our lives and he is 

committed to finishing what he has 

started.  

When we look to Jesus, we are         

reminded that he was misunderstood, 

maligned and persecuted from every 

quarter. Many of the people he tried to 

help turned on him and rejected his mes-

sage of hope.  

But perhaps the most stinging hurt was 

not from the large crowds, but rather the 

betrayal from his closest friends. Thomas 

doubted him, Peter denied him and  

Judas betrayed him to death. The 

wounds of a friend often cut deepest.   

Despite his trials, Jesus did not waver. 

He left heaven’s courts to endure the 

shame of the cross for his people.  

Jesus’ joy is to redeem people such as 

you and me, to ensure we make it safely 

home, to the place he has prepared for 

us. He did not stumble in the last turn, 

nor did he drop the ball. He finished 

what he started.   

Jesus gives us more grace when the 

burdens grow greater. “My grace is suffi-

cient for you, for my strength is made 

perfect in weakness”. 2Cor12:9. 

Let us press on looking unto Jesus. May 

we glory in his sufficiency, endurance 

and selfless love for his people.  

Connect Groups 

7.30 Tuesday group will be at David & 

Bridget’s and also at Pete/David 

Jose’. 7.30 Thursday group will meet 

at Mike & Nic’s, and also at Adam & 

Esther’s. 

Work Songs study on Psalms 

Study 4 (Tue 12th & Thu 14th Oct) 

No Study on Tue 19th/Thu 21st Oct 

due to Men’s & Women’s meeting  

Study 5 (Tue 26th & Thu 28th Oct) 

Please speak to Mike about joining 

Connect 0412 522 342. All welcome 

to join either group.  

Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before Him, 
endured the cross, despised the shame and is now seated at the right hand of God. Heb12:2 

Background to Nehemiah 

Nehemiah remind us that God’s people 

are kingdom builders & despite chal-

lenges, God will always provide for his 

people.  

Whilst Nehemiah demonstrates exemplary 

leadership qualities such as prayerfulness 

and boldness, much of the book records 

the perseverance and faithfulness of all of 

God’s people in the rebuilding effort. King-

dom building requires teamwork. 

 A unified team focused on the same goal 

is a harder target for those who would 

seek to hinder the work. We are reminded 

of this in Nehemiah, with attacks from 

outside the camp and sadly from within. 

In the end, God ultimately triumphs with 

the wall completed in record time. Please 

read ahead and pray that God would bless 

us as we study Nehemiah together.  
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SBC News 

Sunday Meetings 

3 Oct 11 am Nehemiah 2              
Michael Prodigalidad 

10 Oct 11 am Nehemiah 3-4          
Michael Prodigalidad 

5 pm, 10 Oct  TWILIGHT at SBC 

17 Oct 11 am Nehemiah 5-6          
Michael Prodigalidad 

24 Oct 11 am Nehemiah 8-9                              
Michael Prodigalidad 

Fellowship BBQ and 3pm 24 Oct  

TWILIGHT at David & Bridget’s home 

31 Oct 11 am Ross Ciano 

 

Prayer & Sunday School 

Midweek prayer meeting will be 
on Wed 6 Oct at Mike & Nic’s.  

Sunday School & Prayer Meeting 
before each morning service at 
9.30am will recommence on 17 
October.  



Worship Services 

Please pray that our weekly 

meetings would be filled with 

joy and the presence of our 

God. We are not only meet-

ing with each other, but our 

gracious God. Remember 

the faithful preaching of 

God’s word, reading of the 

scriptures, public prayer and 

our singing.  

Twilight on 10th & 24th Oct 

We’ll be reviewing opportuni-

ties presented in our local 

area to share the gospel 

through a better understand-

ing of who our neighbors 

are, and also how we might 

be able to minister to them.  

Men’s Series study/DVD 

on “Mates” Wed 20th Oct 

from 7.30 pm at SBC  

We’ll hear from Jim Wallace,  

commander of the SAS 

Regiment in the Australian 

Army (on DVD), reflecting on 

his years of service and the 

role of mateship.  Karl Faase 

looks at several biblical ex-

amples of mateship, and 

also challenges men to have 

those “last 10% conversa-

tions” – difficult and often 

painful conversations which 

lead to personal growth, 

deeper faith and stronger 

friendships.  

Epicurious 30th Oct    

“gospel apps for FB ” 

Women’s Bible Study will 

be held on Thu 21st Oct at 

Mike & Nic’s from 7.30 pm.  

Pi Youth 15th & 29th Oct 

from7.30-9.30 pm. Speak to 

Andrew for details. 

Property Update 

Please welcome families 

from St Michael’s primary 

school who will be using the 

lower hall for before and 

after school care over the 

next 6-9 months. The lower 

hall will not be available for 

SBC use between 7-9 am, 3-

6 pm during school days. 

Give thanks for the use of 

our buildings to serve the 

local community.  

the gospel. He has seen 

some fruit, but would like to 

see more and has requested 

we pray for the following:  

Evangelists: For God to 

raise up people with a heart 

and skill to share the gospel 

with the community in Mar-

rickville.   

Ross has been seeking to 

reach the Marrickville area 

over the past 2 years with 

Zeal for service: For God to 

deliver the church from luke-

warmness, & that He might 

grant zeal & consistency in 

His service. 

Christ likeness: Ross wants 

prayer that he might be a 

better pastor and husband. 

In short, more like Christ.  

SBC Ministries  

Marrickville Rd Church 

SBC Family Matters 

Pray for Harold Green-

haulgh as he undergoes 

treatment for cancer. Also 

remember Ken & Elissa, 

Caroline & Veli and the wider 

family as they seek to sup-

port their parents. 

Older members of SBC. 

Give thanks for Ray, Elaine 

and Erna, who are godly role 

models for us as a church. 

Pray that they may know 

God’s strength and comfort, 

and that we might be able to 

serve them lovingly.   

Children & Youth. Pray that 

God would bless parents, 

Sunday school teachers and 

Pi ministering to our children 

so that all would be saved. 
Let us give thanks to God 

for answered prayer. 

Gordon’s safe trip to Malawi, 

Adam & Esther’s new home, 

ministry last month etc are 

just some examples. 
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ñLet us come boldly 

to the throne of 

grace, that we might 

obtain mercy & find 

grace to help in time 

of need ò   

Hebrews 4:16  

Ross Ciano from Marrickville Rd Church will be preaching at SBC on October 31st.  

Reformers 

Bookshop 

The Bookshop is looking for 

volunteers to help out as we 

approach the end of year rush. 

This is traditionally the busiest 

quarter for Reformers, and  

presents a great opportunity for 

distribution of good Christian 

books. If you are able to help 

out, please contact Mike or 

David from the bookshop.   

Marrickville Rd Festival 


